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*' c But this by sure experiment we know,
That living creatures from corruption grow ;        5*c
Hide in.a hollow pit a slaughtered steer,
Bees from his putrid bowels will appear;
Who, like their parents, haunt .the fields, and

bring
Their honey-harvest home,., and hope another

spring.

The warlike steed is multiplied, we find,             54,1

To wasps and hornets of the warrior kind.
Cut from a crab his crooked claws, and hide
The rest in earth, a scorpion thence will glide,
And shoot his sting; his tail, in circles tossed,
'Refers ^ the limbs his backward father^
And worms, that stretch on leaves tht.

loom,

Crawl from their bags, and butterflies bee
Even slime begets the frogs' loquacious r:
Short of their feet at first, in little space
With arms and legs endued, long leaps the
Raised on their hinder part, and swim th '
And waves repel: for.nature gives their ! '
To that intent, a length of legs behind.

66 * The cubs of bears a living lump appea^
When whelped, and no determined figure w*
Their mother licks them into shape, and give
As much of form, as she herself receives.

"' The grubs from their sexangular abode
Crawl out unfinished, like the maggots' brooc
Trunks without limbs ; till time at leisure brij
The thighs they wanted, and their tardy wing
" * The bird who draws the car of Juno, vai:
Of her crowned head, and of her'starry train ;
And he that bears the artillery of Jove,
The strong-pounced eagle, and the billing dove

* A Latinism, for " restores/' or {f presents anew."